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16th October 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

School funding 

As a parent, you may have noticed that the school is working hard to 

stretch scarce resources across the school.  In line with every other 

school in Lambeth, Sudbourne has been operating with a reduced 

amount of per pupil funding: funding from government has remained 

static while costs have increased. The school leadership is doing a great 

job at developing creative approaches to help us in these 

circumstances, whilst the governing body keeps an oversight of the 

overall financial situation.  If you would like to know more about how this 

works, please drop us a line and we can explain the detail.   

 

Sudbourne Road project 

The governors and school are working with the architect and 

consultants on updating the drawings and planning submission for the 

current school site on Hayter Road.  The proposal is to have a new 

nursery entrance on Sudbourne Road and extend the current office 

space.  We hope you found the recent information sessions useful. 

 

Lambeth Council has appointed a principal contractor for the Mandrell 

Road site and construction is due to start early 2020. Lambeth Council 

along with the school and contractor will arrange the ‘Meet the 

Contractor’ day in December 2019.   

 

In addition, we now have a new front gate and back fence.  This work 

was paid for by Lambeth Council.  The money came from a capital 

investment programme which is wholly separate from the school’s 

annual budget.  

 

Governing body changes 

We welcome Sinéad Mc Brearty to our governing body – she has been 

an associate governor for 2 years and was instrumental in defining and  
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shaping Sudbourne’s vision and values statement.  We farewell Melanie 

Howlett, who has been a co-opted governor for over 3 years and thank 

her for her contribution and energy over these years. She will be missed! 

 

Co-opted Governor vacancy 

We would like to co-opt a new governor to our governing body for one 

year (with an option to extend) with the following skills to contribute to 

the effective governance and success of the school: 

Highly desirable  

• Time and enthusiasm to make a substantive contribution to the 

school 

• Experience in education system including curriculum 

development 

• Experience of school governance or working in other board 

structures. 

 

Desirable - experience of 

• HR 

• Premises and facilities management 

• Budget management and procurement 

• Special educational needs  

• Children’s social and emotional health. 

 

Governors provide strategic leadership and accountability – they set 

the school’s vision, ethos and strategic direction, hold the headteacher 

to account for the educational performance of the school and children 

and ensure the effective use of the school’s financial resources. Active 

school governors spend between 10 and 20 days a year on governor 

duties – which includes preparing for and participating in board 

meetings, school visits, ad hoc committee meetings and training 

courses. There is no requirement for a co-opted governor to be a 

parent, so please encourage people you know with the above skills to 

consider applying.  
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To apply, please send your CV and a summary (maximum 300 words) of 

why you are interested and what you could contribute to the role by 14 

November 2019  – either by email to governors@sudbourne.com or by 

giving a hard copy to the school office. If you would like to find out 

more about what a governor at Sudbourne is like, please email us at 

governors@sudbourne.com. More information about being a governor 

is available at www.nga.org.uk/Be-a-Governor.aspx. 

  

 

Hannah Sheehan     Dalia Goldberg 

Chair of Governors   Chair of Resources Committee 

 

 

 

 


